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Issue XX1 

Dear Friends, 
 

As Palm Island Resort prepares for a busy summer as young families seek some beach time with 
their children out of school, we are pleased to provide this issue of Island Breeze to reflect back on 
this past winter/spring season. We certainly hope you enjoy the "news" along with some  
candid photos taken along the way. 
 

When I look back to the last 6 months, it is with hope that you may be one of those that has en-
joyed our new tennis program, or maybe chosen to schedule a massage with Karen while enjoying 
the new tranquil decor and of course, visited Leverock's Restaurant on the mainland with its own 
fresh look. Each season we get excited in your experiences as we continue to enhance the overall 
facilities. Now we are busy in preparing for some more surprises which will be completed by  
November in time for next Fall’s Island Breeze.  
    

One of my more tedious tasks is to negotiate a renewal of the Comcast Bulk Cable account.  
Approximately one third of our owners were randomly selected to participate in a poll regarding 
the options being considered. This was recently sent out through Constant Contact. If you did  
receive this survey, please carve out a few minutes to provide us your valued feedback. Thank you. 
 

My very best wishes are extended to you with hopes that your summer includes a full-filled holi-
day while spending quality time with friends and family, all of us at Palm Island look forward to 
your return, soon. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Rick Brunette 
Vice President & General Manager 

This year we were proud to host a bigger and better Tropical 
Nights! The tent was bigger, 130 x 110, the attendance was 
greater, 630, and the giving was better, approximate gross 
funds raised over $250,000! Tropical Nights, “Nautical Nights” 
was the 22nd annual event for Palm Island Resort.   
Next year the date for the event is on Saturday, April 14, 2018 
and the tradition will continue.  
 

Pat Ryan, current COO and Vice President, will step to the helm 
of our YMCA region, as Ken Modzelewski, Chief Executive 
Officer & President is retiring from his many years of service.  
 

If you want to know more about the regional YMCA’s and the 
services offered go to http://www.swflymca.org. 

mailto:kenneth@veniceymca.org
mailto:kenneth@veniceymca.org
mailto:kenneth@veniceymca.org
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PIR Owners Annual Tennis Tournament 2017 

      The Annual Homeowners Tennis Championships was 
held April 4-7 with great competitive matches in all divi-
sions. Once the dust settled, the following champions were 
crowned.  

 

Women’s Singles Champion 
Jamie Beckstead 

 

Women’s Double Champions 
Jamie Beckstead & Barb McNutly  

 

Men’s Doubles Champions 
Pete Kornicki & Dick Strand 

 

Mixed Doubles Champions 
Barb McNulty & John Minor 

 

Mahalo and Aloha 
 

These two Hawaiian words mean 
“Thank you” and “Good Bye.”  

 
I would like to take this  

opportunity to thank all of you who 
have made my first season here  

a wonderful experience. 
 

 I will be heading north to  
Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin  

in mid-May,  
running my summer program there 

before returning back to  
Palm Island in the fall.  

 
Until then, keep swinging…. 

except on the volley! 
 

Art Santos 

Art is pictured with Angela Drakeford 
(wearing the PIR Tennis Club T-Shirt) 
of Columbus, Georgia,  who was the 

silent auction winner of  
Palm Island Resorts vacation package 
at the 2017 Synovus Celebrity Tennis 

Classic held in Columbus, Georgia.  
 

Proceeds from this event benefited 
the John B. Amos Cancer Center in 
Columbus, raising over $200,000. 

Congratulations to the following that have qualified to play in the 2017 Florida State Tennis Senior Games:: 
Jamie Beckstead              Barb McNulty               Paul Pelletier              Pete Kornicki 

Synovus Celebrity Classic  

Palm Island Resort recognition    
Top 75 Tennis Resorts Ranking 2017 

www.Tennisresortsonline.com 

http://www.Tennisresortsonline.com


Friends of Palm Island Resort 
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Jay Culbreth comes to Palm Island Resort via Georgia, South Carolina and Costa Rica. 
He received his AA degree in Horticulture in Charleston, and worked for 3 years at 
Hyams Nursery in sales. Jay then moved to Costa Rica where he started an organic 
farm and sold his vegetables at a local farmers market. He was also a caretaker for 
many private gardens.  

 
On returning to Florida, he visited Palm Island Resort where he met and later married 
Jackie Martin. They had a beautiful wedding ceremony on the beach. Jackie’s parent’s, 
Robert and Mary Martin are long time Palm Island owners. Jay and Jackie have a beau-
tiful son named Miller. He also received his state contractor’s license in irrigation and 
created his own company, Culbreth Landscaping.  
 
Jay’s inspiration for gardening comes from the Brazilian landscape architect, Roberto 
Burle Marx. He was an ecologist as well as a naturalist.  In Jay’s free time he enjoys 
golfing, surfing and boating with his family.  

Dawn Neice worked for Palm Island Resort in 1987, in the reservations department 
while she attended Lemon Bay High School.  John Giner worked the summer of 1988 at 
the bell stand and he also attended Lemon Bay High School. They knew each other at 
school but not enough to really talk until they both rode across together on Palm Is-
land passenger ferry each day to work.  
 

They fell in love, got married and now have six children. They both remember their 
connection on Palm Island Resort with fondness and they try to visit once a year reliv-
ing memories of their younger years.  
 

Dawn and John now reside in Virginia with their children. They own and operate  
Covenant Pest Control in Virginia, DC and Maryland.   

On March 1st the Great Lakes Dredging and Docks Company 
started the big project of dredging and rebuilding Stump pass.  
 
This project includes depositing sand along the Gulf shoreline, 
the southern half of the Stump Pass Beach State Park, and for 
the construction of a permeable rock groin at the southern tip 
of Manasota Key.  
 

The groin will trap some of the sand, keeping it from being car-
ried south into the inlet. The groin may extend as much as 400 
feet into the gulf and will be constructed a foot above the mean 
high tide line. The project also includes depositing sand along 
the northern shoreline of Palm Island.  
 

Dredging crews have until May 1st , turtle season to  
complete the project. However, permitting agencies will allow 
sand to be deposited on the north shoreline of Palm Island during sea turtle nesting 
season.  

Dredging and Rebuilding Stump Pass 

A Familiar Face with a New Role 

Dawn and John Giner 

 Jay Culbreth, Landscaping Manager  
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One of the joys of Palm Island Resort is the lack of cars. No cars are allowed on the 
resort, which eliminates traffic, reduces the impact on the protected natural environ-
ment and provides a relaxed vacation vibe.  
    

Golf cart safety is very important especially because of the amount of golf carts  
circling the Island at any given time. See the safety tips in the left hand column to be 
sure you are keeping yourself, your friends and your family safe.  

Golf Cart Safety  

Get out the Vote: Electronic Voting 

More Associations are turning to online voting over paper ballots and proxies. The 
most significant change to new legislation affecting community associations is in 
House Bill791, which is the adoption and procedure for electronic voting for condo-
miniums, cooperatives and homeowners associations.  
 

Under these new provisions, an association may conduct its election and any other 
owner votes through an internet-based online voting system.  
 

The new Statute requires: 

 The prior consent of an owner, in writing, to vote online.  

 The ability to authenticate the villa owner’s identity and validity of each  
        electronic vote to ensure that the vote is not altered in transit.  

 To be able to transmit a receipt from the online voting system to each villa  
         owner who casts an electronic vote.  
 

The Benefits of Online Voting is  

 Safe and Secure  

 Cost Effective  

 Time Savings Updates, completion of candidate statements and balloting are                
         done in time.  No need to wait for the mail to obtain the ballot results.  

  Member Surveys 

  Green 

What a whirlwind season it has been here at Palm Island Properties!  Several condo-
miniums and homes have sold and more are under contract.  This is the kind of busy 
we like!  We hosted five open houses this March and they were a great success.  
Owners and guests stopped by our afternoon events to look at the different types of 
properties we represent, enjoy a little snack, and chat about real estate on Palm Is-
land Resort.  Everyone had a great time. 
 

We envision a summer just as busy as this spring has been.  Sale prices should begin 
to rise as inventory changes and properties coming on the market are already up-
graded. Buyers are looking for turn-key property, so any upgrades and improvements 
you can make to your condo will only add to the value.  Increased value means better 
sale prices. 
  
It’s a great time to list your property and nobody knows the Resort better than Palm 
Island Properties.  
 

Our years of experience mean you will not only get top-dollar for your property, but 
we can make the closing process as hassle-free as possible. 

Market Watch Update 

Golf Cart  
Safety Rules: 

 
 
 

The permitted age of driving a golf 
cart within the Resort is 16 years old. 
If renting a golf cart from the Resort, 
all drivers must be registered on the 
rental program.  
 
Only carry the number of passengers 
for which there are seats. This rule of 
thumb ensures everyone stays on 
board your golf cart.  
 
Insist that everyone hold onto the 
grab rails and keep their entire body, 
including hands and feet, inside the 
cart while it’s moving. 
 
The enforced speed limit is 10 mph. 
Careless and reckless driving are  
prohibited.  

 
Never drive intoxicated and avoid 
distractions while driving. Put the 
phone down! 
 
Always use hand signals to indicate 
your turn.  
 
Don’t take sharp turns at high speeds. 
 
Remove the golf cart keys when the 
cart is unattended, especially when 
children are present, and ensure the 
parking brake set. 
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Association Board Member Certification Seminar  

A Conversation with Palm Island Authors 

 The Palm Island Resort Ladies Book Club presented a night with authors, Bruce 
Chudacoff and daughter Tanya Solomon, reviewing their book “The Key to the Map.”  
 
This event was held in the Clubhouse and was attended approximately by 60 guests.  
Homemade refreshments by the ladies was served and a good time was had by all.  

Palm Island Book Club Reads for  
2017-2018 

 
“Still Life”   

     Louise Penny 
“Etta, Otto and James” 

      Emma Hooper 
“Girl in Translation” 

      Jean Kwok 
“Miller’s Valley”   

      Anna Quindlen 
“The Readers of Broken Wheel”  

      Katarina Bwald 
“The Last Train to Paradise”   

      Les Staniford 
“The Key to the Map” 

      Bruce Chudacoff and Tanya Solomon 
“1984” 

      George Orwell 
“The Tears of Dark Waters”  

      Corban Addison 
“The Bridge Ladies”  

      Betsy Lerner 

Seated left to right: 
Karen Schwarm, Gail Matthews, 
Diane Madion, Ann Lape, Marian 
Auer, Cathy Jenny, Carol Roum 
and Phyllis Hippenmeyer 
 
Standing left to right: 
Polly Woodworth, Betty Minor, 
Judy Kelley, Peg Adams, Nancy 
Chudacoff, Louise Teague, and 
Dottie Russell 
Not pictured:  Jenny Lowell 

Tanya Solomon and Bruce Chudacoff 

Bragging rights in the bag! We proudly say our returning guest percentage is very 

high. These returning rental guests are our best marketers through word of mouth  

and memories of visits to Palm Island.  

This Fall we began to give a nice gift for their loyalty. Each visitor who has stayed with 

us 5 or more times receives the canvas bag pictured on the left. These guests have 

been delighted that we recognize their loyal visits.  

Since we started, over 325 loyalty gifts have been received by returning guests. That 

is over 30% of our reservations!  

We are very appreciative of these guests and their choice to make Palm Island Resort 

as their island vacation destination again and again. 

PIR Loyalty Program  

CONDO CRAZE AND HOAs was hosted by Attorney, Eric Glazer in March 2017 at the 
clubhouse. The seminar was received very well with an attendance of approximately 
25 board members. Mr. Glazer provided a highly and informative “Fun” presentation.  
 
Since 2009 , Eric Glazer has been the host of ‘Condo Craze and HOAs,’ a weekly one 
hour radio show that airs at 11am each Sunday on 850 WFTL. He has been practicing 
law since 1992 and has been approved by the division to certify board members 
throughout Florida and teach them about their responsibilities under Florida law.  
 
 

 Newly elected or appointed Association directors must submit a certificate of satis-
factory completion of an educational course approved by the Florida DBPR, or an 
affidavit attesting that they read all of their governing documents. 
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Palm Island goes to Hawaii and Easter Fun 

      

   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Easter Fun For all Ages 

Mary Anne & Carl Weiffenbach 

Enjoying the Spring GM reception 

The Whiteman Family 
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Spring GM Reception 2017 

 

Judy & Art Anderson 

MaryAnn Delany & Judy Kelley 

Jean Soto & Sylvia Jacobson Anne & Scott Miller 

Jeffery Jacobson & Joseph Cavaliere 

Karen & Art Schwarm 
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Sarasota & Ft. Myers 

7092 Placida Road 

Cape Haze, Florida  33946 

Phone 941.697.4800 

Facsimile 941.697.0696 

E-Mail Info@PalmIsland.com 

Web www.PalmIsland.com 

Your Island….Your Time….Your Memories 

 

ISLAND BREEZE NEWLETTER 

Debbie Curtis, Editor 

 

Photography credits: 

Debbie Curtis 

Kris Vetter 

Chris Finck 

Vanessa Beaton-Hemmerick 

 

Contributors 

Rick Brunette, General Manager 

Lisa Halpin 

Kathy Dressell  

Debbie Curtis 

Art Santos 

 

  Find us on Facebook 

   PalmIslandResort 

     Cape Haze 

Find us on the web 

www.PalmIsland.com 

As Published in Allegiant’s  “Sun Seeker Magazine 2017” 

With the number of airport passengers soaring and ready to climb, a major $8.2 million 

expansion has been done at the Punta Gorda Airport. Charlotte County Airport Authority 

owns over 1800 acres.  The airfield consists of three runways with the longest at 7,195 

feet in length. Taxiways “A” and “C’ were resurfaced and widened to 60 feet and the en-

tire main ramp which consisted of pavement has been replaced.  There is a 135’ Air 

Traffic Control Tower on the field. T-hangars with electric doors can be leased and there 

are tie-down spaces available. The Sky View Café is located north of the General Aviation 

terminal. The number of passengers passing through in 2016 were 1,118,303 with a 

33.69% from the prior year.  

 “The Sun Seeker Magazine” is Allegiant’s in flight publication with Palm Island Resort’s 

ad located in the magazine. PIR also has an advertisement board inside the terminal.  

 

Punta Gorda Airport 


